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Central Library : An Overview 

Central Library IIT Mandi is an information hub where all 

types of users' information needs are satisfied. From the very 
beginning of the institute, the library renders its services to 
students, faculty and staff. From only print books that 
constituted the total collection of the library, it has now been 
transformed into an information centre that has documents 
in various forms, which range from print books to e-books & 
print magazines to e-journals/databases. Currently, the 
library has more than 16,500 print books collection and 
subscribes to almost all major databases and journals in the 
fields relevant to the IIT Mandi courseware. The circulation 
system has also seen its development from manual register 
entry to RFID system. 
         Growth of print books collection can be seen by the fact 
that till  March 2011 there were 7000 print books volumes for 
the 171 (including 33 faculty) of the library's users. Till March 
2017, for the user community that has grown up to nearly 
900, the print volumes have been increased to more than 
16,500. In the same way, in 2011, there were approx. 30 e-
journals and 9 full text plus one bibliographic e-databases 
were being subscribed. In the subscription year of 2017, this 
figure has been changed to approx. 300 e-journals, 15 full 
text & 3 bibliographic e-databases. Also Central Library has a 
very rich collection of more than 11,000 e-books titles from 
various  publication houses including  Elsevier,  Springer, 
Wiley, IEEE, Pearson, McGraw Hill, Oxford, University Press, 
etc.  

Opening Hours 
 

Monday to Friday 
8:00 AM to 12 Midnight 

Saturdays & Sundays 
8:00 AM to 9:00 PM 

 

Circulation  Counter 
Monday to Saturday 
9:00 AM to 6:00 PM 

 

Sunday Closed 
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                                                           Message from The Chair, LAC 
 
 
 

 
 
   Astrid Kiehn 
     LAC, chair 

Dear Members of the IIT Community, 
 

With this newsletter, the library aims at regularly informing you about new 
developments, happenings and its future plans. You will  also find bits of 
readings: a book excerpts, book reviews, reader views etc. We hope you will  
find this mixture of information and entertainment useful and enjoyable, and 
look  forward to your feedback and many visits to the library. 
 

Message from The Director 
 

The Central Library in a university has traditionally been a vast repository of books. Often it is a hallowed 
repository, akin to a cathedral where devotees tread cautiously and quietly, where library staff kept a watchful 
eye on their precious collections. 
Today, with information becoming more and more digital in form, online in nature, the Library is undergoing a sea 
change. It still has books, but an increasing fraction of its resources are online. No more are students compelled to 
visit the Library to tap its fount of knowledge. 
With the completion of the North Campus, our Library will soon have several new locations to complement its 
current home in A5. This raises a question: is "Central Library" an apt name for such a distributed facility? 
Congratulations to the Library Staff on bringing out this first newsletter. We expect that this newsletter will serve 
to keep the IIT faculty and students aware of the trends in library services. 

 



Recommended Readings 
In every issue, the newsletter will publish a list of such books which fit  in the category of άwŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ 

Readings.έ These titles have been recently acquired by the library and will be available for easy access to 
the readers. The Central Library does not claim that it is a book worth reading but basis the selection of 
that title in the recommended readings because of its the online reviews and the star ratings. Each title has 
been provided with a URL link in order to facilitate a reader to make an informed decision before picking 
up such a book to read.  
       
1. Chris Bernhardt : Turing's vision-the birth of computer science (MIT Press) 
2. Siddhartha Mukherjee : The gene-an intimate history  (Penguin Books) 
3. Frantz Fanon : The wretched of the earth (Penguin Books) 
4. Peter D.  Schiff : How an economy grows and why it crashes  (John Wiley) 
5. Katherine  Frank : Indira -the life of Indira Nehru Gandhi  (HarperCollins) 
6. Thomas Elliott Berry : The most common mistakes in English usage (McGraw Hill) 
7. Tyler Cowen : The great stagnation-how America ate all the low hanging  
 
 

* This is not an exclusive list of books. Selection has been based on star rating given on the website 

Star Rating 
 

4.75/5  
4.35/5  
4.16/5  
4.12/5  
3.91/5  
3.75/5  
3.73/5 

 

Know books arrangement 
scheme in Central Library, 

IIT Mandi 
 

Class, in the language of Ψ[ƛōǊŀǊȅ 

ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΣΩ is a permanent place where a 
book on a particular topic is found. It 
can be understood by an example. Let 
us take a book titled, Ψ{ƻƭƛŘ-state 
ǇƘȅǎƛŎǎΩ written by C. Kittel, classified 
as 530.41. When you want to find a 
book on ΨǎƻƭƛŘ-ǎǘŀǘŜΣΩ irrespective of all 
other elements of a book, you directly 
go to the above said class no. i.e. 
530.41. In the library, you will find all 
the books on ΨǎƻƭƛŘ ǎǘŀǘŜΩ under this 
class no. This is done by using a 
classification scheme-DDC (Dewey 
Decimal Classification) devised in 1876, 
which is being used by majority of the 
libraries in the world. It means 
wherever you go, chances are that you 
use a library which applies this 
classification scheme and there also, 
you will find all books on ΨǎƻƭƛŘ-ǎǘŀǘŜΩ at 
the location of 530.41. The class no. is 
followed by Ψ.ƻƻƪ No.Ω and both 
constitute Ψ/ŀƭƭ No. 
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Verso 

Must Read  
Every issue of the newsletter will bring to you a review of one 
ōƻƻƪ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ Ψaǳǎǘ wŜŀŘΦΩ ¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ǿƛƭƭ 
be recommended by one of the members of the IIT Mandi 
faculty.  

 

Einstein: His Life and Universe-by Walter Isaacson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

challenge to the establishment and scientific orthodoxy of his 
times, and his opposition to war and commitment to a just, 
equitable, and peaceful world order, forms a fascinating story, 
told here with wit, candour, and ingenuity. While reading this 

 
 
 
 

                                   
 

Contributed by 
Dr. Manu Devadevan 
manu@iitmandi.ac.in 

Einstein: His Life and Universe is one of the 
finest biographies written in recent times, 
and arguably the best account yet on the 
life and works of Albert Einstein. It portrays 
the odds against which a lowly clerk at the 
Swiss Patent Office wrestled to eventually 
become the greatest ever genius in the 
history of science. 9ƛƴǎǘŜƛƴΩǎ convictions in 
the truths he discovered intuitively, his 

book you can still feel the impressions of his 
work on present time. I personally feel that 
this story of a great scientist can be found 
very fascinating not only for a reader 
interested in science but a non-science 
reader also. This book is essential reading 
and a guidebook for mankind in the troubled 
times it lives in. 

fruit of modern history, got sick, and will (eventually) feel better (Penguin Books) 
 

* This is not an exclusive list of procured books. Selection has been based on star rating given on the website 
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