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Blood Donation Camp
Dated: 07th November, 2014
“Even if I died in the service of the nation, I would be proud of it. Every drop of my blood will
contribute to the growth of this nation and to make it strong and dynamic.”
―Indira Gandhi
Blood Donation is a service to mankind. By donating blood one can help a needy and save a
precious life. Transfusion of blood saves millions of life all over the world. Every year, there are
millions of blood donors in the world but still India has deficiency in the adequate number of
blood donors.
Whatever the reason, the need is increasing and our contribution is important for a healthy and
reliable blood supply. We feel good if we contribute a bit in saving a precious life. Keeping in
view the problem of acute blood shortage, a blood donation camp was organized on 7th
November, 2014 by the NSS unit IIT Mandi.

Volunteers are getting registered for blood donation and medical checkup

It began at 11:00 a.m. and continued up to 3:00 p.m. Students, faculties and staff members
participated in the camp. CR-1 (Stable Complex) was used for medical checkup of the donors
and for blood donation. Volunteers motivated the students and made them aware about the noble
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cause. Refreshment was served to the donors. In total 56 units of blood were collected. The
samples were carefully sealed and transported to the blood bank.

Students, faculties and staff members are donating blood

We specially thank to the students, staff and faculty members who came forward for the noble
cause and showed their interest and responsibilities to make it successful. These kinds of camps
make students aware about their social responsibilities and to make them enthusiastic enough to
take part in the same.
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Teaching Programme for Migrant Labour Children
Dated: 29th April-30th July, 2014
“Literacy is a bridge from misery to hope. It is a tool for daily life in modern society. It is a
bulwark against poverty, and a building block of development, an essential complement to
investments in roads, dams, clinics and factories. Literacy is a platform for democratization, and
a vehicle for the promotion of cultural and national identity. Especially for girls and women, it is
an agent of family health and nutrition. For everyone, everywhere, literacy is, along with
education in general, a basic human right. Literacy is, finally, the road to human progress and the
means through which every man, woman and child can realize his or her full potential.”
― Kofi Annan
Education is not all about studying and getting good marks. It means to increase our wisdom,
knowledge, discover new things which we don't know. A person becomes enlightened with
education as he is not only gaining something from it but also contributing to the growth of a
nation. We must realize the importance of education. We must aim to ensure that each citizen of
our nation is educated and independent.
Training of a human mind is not complete without education. Education makes man a right
thinker. It tells man how to think and how to make decision. An educated person has the ability
to differentiate between right and wrong or good and bad. It is the foremost responsibility of a
society to educate its citizens. The children of migrant laborers in India face numerous
educational challenges because of frequent moves and economic hardships. The most significant
and unique challenge faced by migrant students is mobility-induced educational discontinuity.
To support the idea of UNESCO „Education For All‟, NSS unit IIT Mandi has taken a vital step
by starting a 'literacy programme' for the children of migrant laborers working in the campus of
IIT Kamand, Mandi on April 29th, 2014. This programme was inaugurated by Dr. Priscilla
Gonsalves in the presence of NSS team and faculty members.
Books, notebooks, stationary, cloths and footwear were distributed to those children. They were
very enthusiastic and eager to learn. Although the focus of the programme was on promoting
children‟s literacy but the NSS unit also took care of their nutritional requirements. It was
decided by the NSS team that every day along with knowledge/awareness, nutritious food/fruits
would also be served to these children.
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Dr. Priscilla Gonsalves and Dr. Ramna (NSS Advisor) are giving stationary to migrant children

In the first phase, teaching program was started on 29th April and had continued till 30th July,
2014 for more than three months. The Children were taught by many B.Tech students.
Volunteers taught alphabets (Hindi and English), dictation, stories, games and dance with proper
teaching-learning aids. Every day after class, refreshment was served to the children.

NSS volunteers with migrant children

To increase the quality of education in India, especially in the Himalayan Region, IIT Mandi is
always ready. In spite of this programme there are some other literacy programmes like
computer literacy, guidance/teaching of government school students of surrounding area etc. are
also going on parallel in the campus. One thing which is very appreciable at IIT Mandi is, not
only NSS volunteers are contributing in these types of programmes but other students (including
research scholars), faculties and staff members are also putting equal efforts to make these
programmes successful. NSS unit IIT Mandi is always thankful to all those who join hands with
NSS volunteers to serve the society.
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NSS Orientation Day at IIT Mandi, Kamand Campus
Dated: 09th August, 2014
“NOT ME, BUT YOU”
Volunteers are not mere workers. A worker could be good at working, but not at planning or
decision-making. Similarly, the planners and decision-makers could be good at their jobs, but not
at executing them. They are specialists, whereas volunteers are all-rounder. They are good as
workers, as executioners, as planners, as decision makers, as initiators and as leaders.
Volunteers work without any personal motivation. They work to benefit others, not themselves.
This makes them workers par excellence, executioners and leader par excellence. The volunteer
dharma, therefore, is dharma par excellence. To volunteer is to live in accordance with dharma
the values of righteousness, selflessness, and above all egoless. To volunteer is to practice
humbleness; to volunteer is to live in synchronicity with Mother Nature, loving, caring, and
sharing as she does. A volunteer is essentially a spiritual practitioner, a karma yogi one who is
striving for the ultimate union with the supreme through selfless action. Blessed, indeed, are all
of you, engaged in this holy work. NSS (National Service Scheme) unit of IIT Mandi organized
its orientation programme on August 09, 2014 in the institute‟s NKN room at 11:25 pm till
12:25pm.

NSS Advisor welcomes the students and Mr. Paawan Mukker (volunteer) is giving brief introduction

The program started by NSS advisor Dr. Ramna. Dr. Ramna welcomed the students and NSS
members and provided a quick over view on what NSS means to IIT Mandi. After that, Paawan
Mukker (NSS volunteer) threw some light on what NSS is doing at IIT Mandi and its future plan
for 2014-2015.
After that each of the section Coordinators Mr. Tushar Gupta (Literacy Section), Mr. Rajat
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Valecha (Health Section) and Mr. Gopal Krishan Agarwal (Awareness Section) spoke about their
respective section and introduced the audience to their team. To provide audience a real feel of
what NSS means and how it changed the life of people, some of the NSS volunteers shared their
personal experiences of being a member of this unit. After that the function got to over with the
vote of thanks by Dr. Ramna. Overall, the programme went off successfully with the students
enjoying every moment along with the volunteers.
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Participation in Abhyuday, Social Conference, IIT Bombay
Dated: 16th to 17th August, 2014
On 16th and 17th August, 2014 NSS unit IIT Bombay organized the 1st Annual Conference
Sammilan “YOUTH EMPOWERMENT FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT” on theme “Urban
Rural Divide- Bridging the Technology gap.” A team of 3 members, Mr. Gopal Krishan
Aggarwal (B13120), Mr. Tushar Gupta (B13231) and Mr. Paawan Mukker (B13218) along with
the NSS Field Officer, Mr. Prateek represented IIT Mandi in the conference. The conference was
aimed at empowering student leaders across the nation to contribute to nation building by
engaging in social problems and forming teams to work on solutions.
In the conference various recognized speakers and social entrepreneurs like: Mr. Madhav
Chavan, Mr. Nand Kishore Choudhary and Mr. Mani Vajipey gave inspirational talks and shared
their personal experiences with the participants. Further the conference was also focused on
group discussion, NGO case studies and mock competitions etc.

Volunteers participating in the national conference at IIT Bombay

There were teams and participants from all over the country which participated in all the events.
The conference fulfilled its aim and at the same time provided our volunteers a great platform to
know more about social entrepreneurship, social problems, learn about how the NGO‟s are
working in the society. Above all, they learnt new techniques of solving problem and how to
apply their technical knowledge for the betterment of the society. In that conference they gained
knowledge and learnt better approaches towards NSS activities. This life time experience was an
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eye opener for them. They learnt how even simple but dedicated approach towards a problem can
change the life of people associated with it.
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Tree Plantation Campaign at IIT Mandi Kamand Campus
Dated: 31st August, 2014
“A nation that destroys its soils destroys itself. Forests are the lungs of our land, purifying the air
and giving fresh strength to our people. ”
― Franklin D. Roosevelt
Trees are sanctuaries. Whoever knows how to speak to them, whoever knows how to listen to
them, can learn the truth. They do not preach learning and precepts, they preach, understand by
particulars, the ancient law of life.
Hermann Hesse has rightly explained that when we are stricken and cannot bear our lives any
longer, then a tree has something to say to us: Be still! Be still! Look at me! Life is not easy, life
is not difficult. Those are childish thoughts. Let God speak within you, and your thoughts will
grow silent. You are anxious because your path leads away from mother and home. But every
step and every day lead you back again to the mother. Home is neither here nor there. Home is
within you, or home is nowhere at all. By believing these thoughts National Service Scheme unit

Students (volunteers), staff and faculty members are planting trees

IIT Mandi organized a Tree Plantation Programme in IIT premises on 31st August, 2014 from 9
a.m.-till 3:00 p.m. NSS candidates identified appropriate places for tree plantation with the help
of Mr. Tript (Junior Engineer Horticulture) and prepared that for plantation. Director Prof.
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Timothy A. Gonsalves, Dr. Priscilla Gonsalves, faculties, staff members, NSS team and more
than 50 student volunteers planted 150 saplings along with the road near the hostels.
Students also placed tree barricades and poured water. Each student took the responsibility to
nourish and take care the planted saplings. Eventually, the area attained a glorious look. The
saplings were provided by the Forest Department from the nursery located on the Uhl River
below the campus. Species planted included deodar, jasmine, silver oak, weeping willow, bottle
brush and jacaranda etc. The student teams will take care of their saplings in a competition and
next year (in August, 2015) on the day of tree plantation the planters/caretakers of the
healthy/best trees will be given prizes by NSS. After one month of plantation the
compost/manure was given to the plants by the planters. The NSS committee decided to proceed
with the same inspiration and enthusiasm to enhance the beauty of the campus.

Page 11 of 22

First Aid and Safety Training Programme at IIT Mandi Kamand Campus
Dated: 26th to 28th September, 2014
„First aid‟ which is given by someone at the time of emergency can make a huge difference.
Sometimes it means the difference between life and death. The most basic first aid protocols are
easily remembered with the mnemonic DR-ABC. This stands for; Danger, Response, Airway,
Breathing and Circulation.
Poor first aid training decision made by uninformed person will probably do more harms than
good. Knowing what action needs to be taken to control an emergency can make the difference
between life and death. Emergencies can occur at any time around us in all spheres of life.
Someone may be injured at work, school or at home. When this happens, first aid basics will
equip anyone around the injured person to reduce the danger posed by the accident. By keeping
this idea in mind, NSS unit of IIT Mandi organized a twelve hours first aid and safety training
programme from 26th September, 2014 to 28th September, 2014 at IIT Mandi, Kamand campus.
Director of IIT Mandi Prof. Timothy A. Gonsalves inaugurated the camp by cutting the ribbon.
Prof Gonsalves appreciated the initiative taken by NSS unit and also assured to extend support
for the similar types of activities in future.

Different activities in the first aid training programme

The training programme initiated by NSS unit was open for all including students, security
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personnel, staff and faculties. More than 50 people got trained in the crucial first aid training. It
was conducted with the help of Saint John Ambulance First Aid Training Centre, Chandigarh.
The participants learned techniques like what to do and what not to do as first aider when they
approach to an accident site. They were given practical training of properly checking pulse,
giving cardio pulmonary resuscitation(CPR) with the help of a dummy, dressing different kinds
of bandages, slings for various kind of accidents including fractures with the help of a
multipurpose triangular bandage, preparing and maintaining bed of a patient at home or at the
accidental sites etc. Besides practical training, the participants were given equally important
theoretical knowledge related to several other accidents like snake bites, burns of various
degrees, choking, fractures etc.
On the successful completion of the programme a quick viva voce of participants was taken
passing which they were eligible for certificates signed by President of India which are valid for
three years after which the participants are supposed to take a refresher course.
In all, it was a great learning experience and although it is hoped that the participants never have
to face such emergency situation but in case they do, they can help to reduce the danger posed by
the accident and help to save someone's life.
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Laboratories Visit and Painting Competition for the Students of G. S. S. S.
Kotli, Mandi (Himachal Pradesh)
Dated: 18th October, 2014
“I have been and still am a seeker, but I have ceased to question stars and books; I have begun to
listen to the teaching my blood whispers to me.”
― Hermann Hesse
“Every now and then one paints a picture that seems to have opened a door and serves as a
stepping stone to other things.” With this spirit in mind NSS unit collaborated with IEEE PES,
society of IIT Mandi to organized a laboratories visit and painting competition on theme “Energy
Efficiency and Energy Renewal” for the students of Government Sen. Sec. School Kotli on 18th
October, 2014.
Morning 10:00 am students reached at IIT Mandi Campus. NSS staff with volunteers welcomed
the school staff and students. Volunteers organized an interaction session with school students.
Interaction session included many interesting topics on study. Volunteers also told them about
the procedure of admission at IIT‟s in B Tech, MS, M Tech, MSc and PhD etc. Volunteers also
made them aware about the coaching centers for IIT, AIEEE in India.

An interaction session for school students

Volunteers took them to different labs like; physics lab, computer lab, electrical lab, electronic
lab and mechanical lab at IIT Mandi campus. In physics lab some experiments were performed
by Students (B. Tech. and Research Scholars) of IIT Mandi in front of school students. A lecture
on IT multimedia has been delivered by the volunteers (Mr. Gopal Kishan Agarwal, Mr. Tushar
Gupta and Mr. Nikhil Sassi Rajan).
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Volunteers and scholars are showing machines and performing some experiments

All volunteers and school students started their journey from IIT Mandi campus to Kamand
campus. They reached Kamand campus at 12:00 noon. School students were very enthusiastic to
know more and more about different science activities undertaken at IIT Mandi. They visited
Advanced Materials Research Center (AMRC) at kamand, where they came to know about the
research work going on at IIT Mandi and also knew about the working of different machines.

Visiting Advanced Materials Research Center (AMRC)

After having delicious lunch and campus visit, all school students gathered at NKN room (A1
building) for painting competition organized by IEEE PES society which was coordinated by Dr.

Dr. Bharat Singh Rajpurohit welcomes the students and other participants in painting competition
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Bharat Singh Rajpurohit. Dr. Rajpurohit welcomed the participants and gave short description
about the painting competition. Around 60 students including NSS volunteers participated in
painting competition.

Prof. Timothy A. Gonsalves, Dr. Priscilla Gonsalves and Prof. Anand honored the participants

After the completion of painting competition refreshment was served to the students and
volunteers. Director of IIT Mandi Prof. Timothy A. Gonsalves, Dr. Priscilla Gonsalves and Prof.
Anand Shrivastava judged the paintings and appreciated the efforts of the participants. Prof.
Gonsalves also distributed momentous and certificates to the participants.
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Cleanliness Camp at IIT Mandi, Kamand Campus
Dated: 1st November, 2014
“Beauty commonly produces love, but cleanliness preserves it. Age itself is not unamiable while
it is preserved clean and unsullied; like a piece of metal constantly kept smooth and bright, we
look on it with more pleasure than on a new vessel cankered with rust.”
―Joseph Addison
Every year some 3.4 million people, mostly children, die from diseases associated with
inadequate water supply, sanitation, and hygiene. Over half of the hospital beds in the world are
filled with people suffering from water and sanitation related diseases.
„Swachh Bharat Abhiyan‟ (Clean Indian Mission) is a national level campaign by the
Government of India covering 4041 statutory towns to clean the streets, roads and infrastructure
of the country. This campaign was officially launched on 2nd October 2014 by Prime Minister
Narender Modi.

Students (volunteers), staff and faculty members are collecting garbage

The campaign is India's biggest ever cleanliness drive and 3 million government employees and
schools and colleges students of India participated in this event. To support this idea of “Swachh
Bharat Mission” and to clean our campus, NSS unit IIT Mandi organized a „community cleanup
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day‟ at kamand campus of IIT MANDI on 1st Nov, 2014. A group of more than 60 NSS
volunteers, staff, faculties and Takshila School students (small children) of IIT Mandi
participated in this camp to make it successful.
The campaign resulted in the collection of more than 100 bags of waste materials from Kamand
campus. Everyone who participated in the cleanliness drive put in a lot of efforts to clean our
campus and make it garbage-free. Students took a “cleanliness pledge” and then engaged in
“cleanliness campaign activities” for almost 3 hours.

Volunteers and staff members with collected waste material

The overall aim of the programme is to prepare volunteers to promote and maintain cleaningness
in their daily life and in the society.
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Blood Donation Camp
Dated: 16th May, 2014
A blood donor brings a ray of hope in needy person‟s life by donating blood. People donate
blood because they want to help others and indeed donating a unit of blood can save the lives of
up to three people. But, in India most of the people are unware about the benefits of giving blood
like; it balances iron level in blood, better blood flow in the body and get mini physical tests for
13 infectious diseases like; HIV, hepatitis B and C, west nile virous etc.
With this ideal thought in mind NSS unit IIT Mandi organized a blood donation camp on dated
16th May, 2014 with the help of Blood Bank, Zonal Hospital Mandi. Keeping in view the
problem of acute blood shortage in our country, the students of IIT Mandi actively participated in
the camp. The camp started around 10:00 am and continued up to 2:00 pm.

Volunteers are getting registered for blood donation and medical checkup

It would have not been possible without the efforts of the complete family of IIT Mandi.
Students, faculty and staff members were very enthusiastic to donate blood for a noble cause.
They participated voluntarily in the camp. Room – CR1, Stable Complex (Kamand Campus) was
used for medical checkup of donors as well as for blood donation.
NSS volunteers also helped others in the complete process and gave moral support to the people
donating blood. As a result, 57 units of blood were collected. After donating blood, fruits and
juice was served as refreshment to the donors.
After donation samples were sealed and transported to the hospital. This camp helped students in
getting awareness about their social responsibilities and to show enthusiastic participation for the
same.
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Students and staff members are donating blood

The blood bank, Zonal Hospital, Mandi appreciated the campus community of IIT Mandi for
coming forward for this great cause. It is all because of NSS team‟s efforts that blood donation
has become biannual event of celebration at IIT Mandi.
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Guidance/Teaching Programme for the Students of
Government Sen. Sec. Schools of Katindhi and Kataula, Mandi
Started on: 15th November, 2014-Till Continue
“Education is not about learning diverse subjects. It is about learning diverse ways to the same
subject.”
―Aurobindo
In the continuation of guidance/teaching programme started on 23rd Sept., 2013 for government
school students, NSS Unit IIT Mandi decided to guide/teach the students of 10+1 and 10+2
Government Sen. Sec. School Katindhi and Kataula. The guidance/teaching program was started
on 15th November, 2014. The guidance/teaching program has overseen the strength of about 75
students. The students are being taught by many B.Tech students and a lot more research
scholars are also contributing to this program by covering some major topics. Some faculty
members also took an active part in this programme.

Volunteers are teaching the government school students

These students have also been taught in small classrooms through Power Point Presentation to
make them aware about the new methods/ways of teaching and learning. The students are
encouraged to be curious, raise questions about how the nature works and the reasoning behind
observable phenomena. The students are being taught how to find the answers to their questions,
as this the most important skill that will accompany them through the rest of their lives. Off
course, such a program needs evaluation too, therefore tests are being conducted to check the
students‟ progress, both academic as well as intellectual with the emphasis that the program
achieves its goal. So, far this is going on smoothly. NSS unit IIT Mandi is committed to do its
best for the society (particularly for the Himalayan region) in all sorts of ways possible.
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