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NATIONAL SERVICE SCHEME
NSS is a voluntary group of students working for the betterment of the community around
them. They are the social workers of the institute striving for an improved society around them.
The motto of NSS is "NOT ME BUT YOU". This reflects the essence of democratic living and
upholds the need for selfless service. The overall objective of this scheme is Education and
service to the community by the community.

National Service Schemes parted in following sections:-

Literacy Section
"Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world." -Nelson
Mandela
Education is the greatest gift you can give or receive. It does not take away anything from
the giver, yet gives him a sense of self-fulfillment and inner-joy. With this spirit in mind, NSS
unit IIT Mandi Literacy Section comprises a group of students who have devoted themselves to
the task of the advancement of the nation by spreading the most powerful tool of change that goes
by the name of education. They help the poor and the financially disabled by providing them free
study materials and guiding them through their course structure. The students of literacy section
have conducted various seminars and awareness campaigns in the government schools of the city.
They are promoting higher education in the surrounding areas by spreading the knowledge of
various competitive examinations like JEE-Mains (formerly AIEEE), JEE-Advanced (formerly
IIT-JEE), AIPMT etc. The literacy section conducts free classes for the students in our very own
campus in the evening.
Awareness Section
“Those with the greatest awareness have the greatest nightmares." -Mahatma Gandhi
The Awareness section thrives to create awareness about all sorts of evils which are
present in the society, be it the evils related to child labour, bad effects of smoking or even the
cleanliness of the city. The students of the institute voluntarily take part in the activity and spread
the message by publishing various pamphlets and hooking up banners right throughout the city.
They along with the help of various faculty members organize various campaigns and programme
to make the people aware of all the ill-happenings going.
4

Health Section
"To keep the body in good health is a duty, otherwise we shall not be able to keep our mind strong
and clear." -Mahatma Buddha
A good health is one of the first and foremost requirements of a healthy society. A healthy
body enables a person to focus on their lives, to maximize their potential and provides stability to
a society. Better yet, by properly focusing on one's health, one can adopt hygienic methods which
provide good prevention measures. The Health section conducts various campaigns right through
the year, promoting the donation of blood and creating awareness about some commonly spread
diseases by disseminating information throughout Mandi city. They educate the people about the
various causes of common diseases and also highlight them with the means which can be
undertaken to avoid them. One of the major achievements of the health section is the organization
of the blood donation camp. Students of the institute voluntarily take part in the program and
donate their blood for the needy. In the last few programs an active participation from the city has
also been seen with the local inhabitants stepping forward to donate their blood.
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PRAYAS TEACHING PROGRAMME FOR GOVERNMENT SCHOOL
STUDENTS
Dated: - 1st April, 2016- Till continue
PRAYAS Program aims to enhance the quality of education provided to the local
Himachal youth by the local area government schools. In this program, the volunteers of NSS unit
IIT Mandi seek to identify opportunities through which they can play a supportive role to the
school teachers and administration, and help to motivate the local young boys and girls to aim for
excellence by presenting both male and female good role models, and to learn through dedication
of the IIT Mandi volunteers and coordinators.
The program has 2 parallel aspects:
1. Class 10, 11, 12 Teaching Program: Under this program students from the Government
Senior Secondary Schools in Kamand and Kataula come to the IIT Mandi campus on
Saturdays and receive coaching in Science, Mathematics, English, Chemistry, Physics, and
Biology.
2. Class 7, 8, 9 Home Work Helpers Program: Under this program, IIT Mandi volunteers meet
with students of the Government Senior Secondary Schools in Kamand after the school day
ends and assist them with their homework.

Govt. Senior Secondary School Kataula students with a PRAYAS volunteer and a Visitor

Program Highlights
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The PRAYAS program was initiated in November 2014. Given that the program is in the
rd

3 year of its operation, it suggests that there is enough of a community service spirit at IIT
Mandi to sustain such a program on a consistent basis. The Institute administration has also been
supportive of the effort by providing transportation support and access to the Institute resources
for these programs. Qualitative feedback suggests that a sustained effort of this type can have a
beneficial effect for the local area students.
The program normally takes a pause during the final examinations in the area government
schools and the school vacations. Consequently, the direct student interactions in this fiscal began
April 23, 2016, and ended January 23, 2017. Subsequently, the program is expected to resume
again in late April 2017 continuing its service to the local community.

This year, the program had two facets:
1. Tutoring Classes: Saturday morning classes at the IIT Mandi Campus (10 AM to 2 PM) for
Class 10, 11 and 12 students from the Senior Secondary Schools in Kamand and Kataula.
Subjects covered were:
Class 10: English, Math, Science for both schools;
Class 11 and 12 Kamand: English
Class 11 and 12 Kataula: Chemistry, Physics, Math, Biology, and English.
2. Homework Helper Program: After-school sessions of about 1 hour for Class 6-9 students
from the Govt. Senior Secondary School, Kamand to assist them with their school homework
or with any concepts where they might need some help.
The Story in Numbers
The Tutoring Program: A total of approximately 75 High School students participated in
the Saturday morning tutoring program in which the students come to the IIT Mandi campus.
Each class is taught separately so that students from a given school can study with their respective
classmates.
School
Govt. Sr. Sec. Kamand
Govt. Sr. Sec. Kataula
Total (75)

Class 10
18
5
23

The Homework Helper Program:

Class 11
30
9
39

Class 12
6
7
13

This program served Class 6-9 students of the

Government School in Kamand. About 15 sessions were conducted during the 2016-17 fiscal
7

year, with typically 6-14 children attending any given session. Students were provided assistance
with Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, and Hindi.
Volunteers
Approximately 53 B.Tech. and Post-Graduate student volunteers from IIT Mandi
participated in the above mentioned community service activities (approx. 27 B.Tech. and 26
Post-Graduate). The Post-Graduate students carry the full load when B.Tech. students are not
available due to examinations or semester-breaks. Volunteers who were relatively consistent and
dedicated in their service were honored at a function in June 2016 (two photos included below).

Four graduating student volunteers (on the left), and four new volunteers (one the right) being facilitated

A student volunteer being facilitated at the annual volunteer recognition function

Effectiveness of the Programs for Nearby Government Schools
The Board results for Class 10 and 12 for students who appeared in March 2017 have not
been declared as of this report. When available, those results may provide some indication of
effectiveness relative to historical results. Although a statistically valid method to test the
effectiveness of the program is not available, qualitative feedback from both the high school
students and the school principals suggests the program is well received. Overall, we only expect
a modest benefit from these programs, given a modest level of voluntary engagement in this work.
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SPARK LIBRARY SETUP/READING PROGRAM
Dated: - 1st April, 2016-Till continue
Initial inspiration drawn from John Wood, who in his book called “Leaving Microsoft to
Change the World ", John Wood (founder of Room to Read), suggests that his organization helps
to establish libraries in the third world countries. In India, Room to Read has libraries in around 8
states. SPARK program aims to provide the study material to the students of government schools.
In this program, the IIT Mandi volunteers seek to identify opportunities through which they can
play a supportive role to the school teachers and administration. In this program volunteers setup
a library in school and regularly visits there to distribute the books like; general knowledge,
encyclopedia, novels etc. among the school students.

Reading session at Kamand School

Since the reading Program was started by volunteers in the year 2015 and continued till
dated, with an aim to encourage the reading hobbies in students. They started setting up libraries
using books donated by friends, family and some important books provided from NSS fund.
Volunteers in teams of 3 or 4 visited schools, and had reading sessions with students. The schools
covered are Kamand, Katindhi, Neri, Navlaya and Kataula of Mandi Districts.

Student volunteers teaching/helping to solve the questions
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Need for starting these programmes are:

Lack of space in some schools for libraries.



Inaccessibility of the books to general students, because of a peculiar location of
books, for eg. in two of the schools we visited the libraries were in Principal's room,
making it hard for students to issue books for reading.



A careful study of books, they already have reveals a gap in the science and
technology books, encyclopedias and similar books.

NSS unit IIT Mandi provided competitive exam, general knowledge, current affairs,
novels (Hindi& English) and story books etc. Mainly the event runs through the donors who
donated good collections of books for this noble work. The aim of this event to continue till the
students embrace reading as a hobby NSS unit will be associating with them and guide them for
their better future.
Class 6, 7 SPARK Reading Program: Under this program, IIT Mandi volunteers visit the
government middle schools in the villages of Neri, Kamand, Katindhi, Navlaya and Kataula, or
try to motivate the students to develop the habit of reading for fun with the aim of improving their
language skills in Hindi or English.

Program Highlights
April 1, 2016 to March 31, 2017
Spark Reading Program: Periodic visits by student volunteers to the Government Middle
School, Neri and Govt. Senior Secondary School, Kamand to motivate the students to read for the
fun of it, and to discuss with their fellow students about what they read. Focus was on Middle
school students (Classes 6-8).
Spark Reading Program: The program this year covered 5 government schools:
1. Kamand
2. Kataula
3. Katindhi
4. Navlaya
5. Neri
Volunteers visited these schools typically 3 times during the year (range was 1-5 visits). Apart
from encouragement of reading for fun, activities such as a painting competition were organized.
An estimated 40-45 middle school students participated in the activities conducted under this
program.
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MIGRANT WORKER‟S CHILDREN BRIDGE SCHOOL PROGRAM
Dated: - 1st April, 2016- Till continue
As our campus is being built, a significant number of migrant workers from states like U.P.,
W. Bengal, Jharkhand, and M.P. live on our campus. Their school age and younger children have
no education facilities. The aims of the Bridge School program are:




Provide some minimal literacy to these children, who have previously not attended
school regularly.
Get the children admitted to a nearby government school.
Help them cope in school once they are admitted in the government school.

The programme was started in 29th May, 2015 and it‟s continued since then. Many of the
children have no birth certificate and no Aadhar card. A solution to their lack of proper
documentation has been identified by the IIT Mandi volunteers in the form an affidavit on an
official stamp paper, notarized by an attorney. In order to save the parents from losing a day‟s
wages, which they would if they were to go to Mandi, a lawyer was brought to the campus for the
execution of the necessary affidavits.
In February 2017, the Bridge School program was extended to the North Campus of IIT
Mandi where a significant number of migrant workers have arrived to support the construction
activity there. The South Campus program is continuing as some children and their families are
still on the South Campus.
During August 2016, V.K. Sharma, Founder Director of Khilona Theatre for Children,
visited IIT Mandi campus. He graciously accepted our invitation to hold a workshop for the
campus bridge school students mainly comprising of children from migrant workers, and a few
children from neighboring villages. About 15 children attended varying in age from 14 years to 6
years.
Needless to say this was a completely new experience for the children. This class didn't
expect them to be hunched over books and desks. Instead they sang, jumped high, reached low
and experimented in different ways of expressing themselves. It was interesting to watch small
transformations in body language and confidence levels of the children as they became more
involved in the activities during the 2 hour long session.
During fiscal 2016-17, a total of 10 children from the South Campus of IIT Mandi were
admitted to the nearby Government Primary School in Kamand. As is expected of the migrant
workers, all the children have left the area as the fiscal 2016-17 ended. However, a different group
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of 16 children are being taught in our North and South Campus Bridge Schools. Out of this group,
11 children are expected to seek admission in either the government school at Kamand or Salgi.

Group of IIT Mandi volunteers after the clothes donation drive

The remaining 4 children and their families are expected to leave the campus in the very
near future but will continue learning in our Bridge School as long as they are at the IIT campus.
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COMPUTER EDUCATION FOR SCHOOL STUDENTS
Dated: - 1st April, 2016- Till continue
A computer is a great invention of the modern technology. It is generally a machine which
has capability to store large data value in its memory. It works using input (like keyboard) and
output (like printer) devices. It is very simple to handle the computer as its functioning is so
common that a child can handle it. But due to the lack of computer labs in Government school,
students are unable to operate the computers. Their family can‟t buy laptop/computers for
themselves due to financial problems. Many of the students don‟t know how to start the computer.
They are very curious to operate the computer. To spread the education of computer among the
government school students, NSS unit IIT Mandi started computer education for all the
programme aims to give basic knowledge of computers. In its first phase the programme started
Governments school students of Kamand.

Computer education at Kamand School
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The programme started in the month of May, 2016 and continued till dated. Programme
aims to educate students in the field of computer because it‟s the need of modern time. The
success of the event is now they know many more things about computer. NSS unit IIT Mandi
wants to spread the knowledge of computer among the surrounding area government school
students.
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1st DONATION PROGRAMME FOR LEPROSY PATIENTS
Dated:-2nd April, 2016
Leprosy, also known as Hansen's disease (HD), is a long term infection caused by
the bacilli Mycobacterium leprae and Mycobacterium lepromatosis. Initially, infections are
without symptoms and typically remain this way from 5 to as long as 20 years. Symptoms that
develop include granulomas of the nerves, respiratory tract, skin, and eyes. This may result in a
lack of ability to feel pain and thus loss of parts of extremities due to repeated injuries or infection
due to unnoticed wounds. Weakness and poor eyesight may also be present.

Discussion with Leprosy Suffering People

In the beginning Government runs a hospital especially for Leprosy patients. Government
is taking care of their boarding and lodging. At that time people from different districts, states as
well as from different countries come to get the treatment and due to non-recovery in their
wounds their families abandoned them because they think they are untouchable. But after a long
time period governments fails to operate the hospital properly, so the authority decided to close
the hospital permanently. At that loneliness time they want to support each other, most of them
lived together or married with each other and starts their life. These people are very poor and in
this critical time period they are unable to move from that area. So they started to live in tents and
steady-steady made mud houses for themselves with the help of social workers and donors. But
after a long time period they are unable to fulfill the basic needs of their families. Those people
are residing with their families: wife, sons, daughters and their grandchildren in this slum area.
Some of them are suffering with the diseases (Leprosy) and some are living simple life without
any diseases. But rather than they are living together without transferring any of the diseases. It
means they are not untouchable.
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Donating Shawls and Fruits

To help these kinds of patients, NSS-Unit, IIT Mandi organized a donation programme on
dated 2nd April, 2016 for Leprosy suffering people who are living Raghunath Ka Padhar, near
Mandi town. Most of them are from different-different districts of Himachal Pradesh and some
one‟s are from Uttrakhand, Bengal as well as from Nepal, outside the country.

A Group Photo

NSS volunteers met these people and heard their problems and assure to do something for
this community of our society. As per part of donation NSS-Unit donated food, fruits and shawls.
All of them are very happy and thanks to IIT Mandi community to take a step to uplift their life.
With that commitment we will do something for them all volunteers came back to campus. After
donation event all volunteers gets together future planning for them and in the end refreshments
were served to all volunteers.
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EARTH DAY CELEBRATION AT IIT MANDI
Dated: - 22nd & 23rd April, 2016
“Earth provides enough to satisfy every man's needs, but not every man's greed.”
- Mahatma Gandhi
The Sun with its family of eight planets – now that the distant ice-covered Pluto is no
more a „planet‟–make our galaxy, the Milky Way; but of all the planets the Earth turned out to be
the luckiest. This is because it is the only planet where life became possible, at least far as our
knowledge goes. Life in its most beautiful forms developed here, be it humans, animals, plants or
marine life. The one thing that made Earth unique was the presence of a superb form of intelligent
life called the human race. But somewhere on the way the human race lost its humanity, forgot to
acknowledge the planet that gave it life; and used its resources ruthlessly. The world now marks
the Earth Day to make the human race realize the importance of the Mother Earth.
Earth Day is celebrated every year on the 22nd of April. In 1970, a senator from
Wisconsin, USA, Gaylord Nelson first conceived of this day. The senator was worried about the
rate of industrialization and the careless attitude of everyone towards our environment. It was
envisaged to promote the idea of ecology, to encourage respect for life on Earth, and highlight
growing concerns about different kinds of pollution. The question arises as to why we celebrate
Earth Day? It‟s because we seem to have forgotten what a beautiful gift we have been given in the
form of planet Earth. We also seem to have forgotten that this is our home and we need to keep it
in order to stay healthy and alive.
In this spirit in mind NSS unit IIT Mandi collaborated with Green Panel, IIT Mandi
organized first “Earth Day” on dated 22nd April, 2016 evening and 23rd April, 2016 for the whole
day. On 22 April evening, there was an art competition open for all residents of IIT campus, on the
theme: - “SAVE OUR MOTHER EARTH”. On 23 April morning, we organized “Cleanliness
Drive” at IIT Mandi Kamand campus. The NSS team, students, faculties along with few kids and
staffs were present in the event headed by Dr. Arnav Bhavsar, NSS Advisor.
A van was arranged for transporting all accumulated garbage to Mandi. The garbage
consisted of non-biodegradable wastes only as the biodegradable wastes being now vermin
composted in our campus – a way of natural recycling. The cleanliness drive continued for 3
hours and accomplished with great success as all residents of the campus co-operated and
encouraged the event.
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NSS volunteers with other students and staff members are collecting garbage

A group photo after the clean day

After the end of the programme, there were refreshments served in porcelain utensils - A
step towards avoidance the usage of paper cups and plates.
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BLOOD DONATION CAMP
Dated: - 27th May 2016
A spider bite might not transform you into a superhero, but a small needle prick and a little
of your time sure can. Yes, by donating blood you‟ll be saving up to three human lives each time.
And here is even more awesome news: not only is donating blood extremely beneficial to those
on the receiving end, it also has proven benefits to the person donating blood
.Yes! That's what Students of IIT Mandi did on 27th May 2016. Keeping in view the problem of
acute blood shortage, A Blood Donation Camp was organized by the NSS-IIT Mandi in
collaboration with Blood Bank Zonal Hospital, Mandi. It was organized with the help of Blood
Bank, Zonal Hospital, Mandi and Medical Unit IIT Mandi Kamand. It began at around 01:00 p.m.
and continued up to 05:30 p.m., with a steady stream of donors throughout. Students, faculty and
staff members participated voluntarily in the camp.

Students are donating blood

A5-5 room was utilized for a thorough medical checkup of potential donors as well as for
the donation. Donors were provided with the refreshments. Around 50 units of blood was
collected. The samples were carefully sealed and transported to the blood bank.
We thank IIT Mandi campus community for coming forward for this noble cause.
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NSS CERTIFICATE DISTRIBUTION CEREMONY
Dated: - 2nd June, 2016
An awards ceremony makes people feel that their work is valued. It shows approval and
gratitude for each person's good job, and it makes people aware that good work will be rewarded.
It shows others, such as the general public and other staff members, that you're aware of
outstanding accomplishments. Recognition motivates others to strive for excellence and we all
benefit from it.
Recognition motivates people. For instance, if a social worker receives an award for an
outstanding performance in the outreach program, other social workers will strive to do better
also, so that they too can be recognized. Being rewarded for doing well is one of the biggest
incentives anyone can receive.
NSS unit IIT Mandi organized its first NSS certificate distribution ceremony for the batch
2013-2015 volunteers at IIT Mandi Kamand campus on dated 02nd June, 2016. Total 46 (Forty
Six) B.Tech. and Post-Graduate student volunteers from IIT Mandi facilitated with NSS
certificate after successful completion of voluntary service of 240 hours in Two years. The PostGraduate students carry the full load when B.Tech. Students are not available due to examinations
or semester-breaks. Volunteers who were relatively consistent and dedicated in their social service
were honored in this function.

NSS team in first certificate distribution ceremony

An awards ceremony or activity is a chance for celebration and reflection. People will get
a break and a party, getting their minds away from everyday work, allowing them to see the
bigger picture. At the same time, they will have the chance to discuss the importance of their work
20

and the achievement of the person being awarded. Gathering and sharing experiences is a very
powerful means of encouragement.
After getting appreciation certificates student volunteers share theirs past experiences and
thanks IIT Mandi community to provide them a platform where they can devoted themselves for
the social welfare works of societies. In the end of function Dr. Atul Dhar thanks the student
volunteers for their loyal commitments. In the end of ceremony refreshments were served to all
volunteers.
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FIVE WEEK INDUCTION PROGRAMME (5 WIP)
Dated:- 2nd August,2016 to 27th August, 2016
Indian Institute of Technology organized Five Week Induction Programme (5 WIP) for newly
joined B.Tech. students of batch 2016. Under this programme different-different activities
organized by different-different clubs. NSS unit IIT Mandi organized following activities under 5
week induction programme are:a. Know Your Campus.
b. Cleanliness Drive.
c. Plantation camp.
d. Working in Kitchen.
e. Social Visits.
f. School Visit.

a. KNOW YOUR CAMPUS
Under know your campus, students visited nearby villages like; Navlay, Salgi, Kataula and
Lanjhanu (Riyagadi) from 02nd August, 2017 to 05th August, 2017. The main objective of the
event was to show the Himalayan villages and its richest culture. Students reach to these villages
after I hour long hike and enjoyed the surrounding views. They also know the hardship of the
local area that how they get food and other necessary items from the market due to the lack of
transportation facilities in village area.

b. CLEANLINESS DRIVE
Every year some 3.4 million people, mostly children, die from diseases associated with
inadequate water supply, sanitation, and hygiene. Over half of the hospital beds in the world are
filled with people suffering from water and sanitation related diseases.
„Swachh Bharat Abhiyan‟ (Clean Indian Mission) is a national level campaign by the
Government of India covering 4041 statutory towns to clean the streets, roads and infrastructure
of the country. This campaign was officially launched on 2nd October 2014 by Prime Minister
Narender Modi.
The campaign is India's biggest ever cleanliness drive and 3 million government
employees and schools and colleges students of India participated in this event. To support this
idea of “Swachh Bharat Mission” NSS unit IIT Mandi organized cleanliness drive under 5
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Week Induction Programme. The main aim of the programme was to motivate the students about
good habits in their life. Students divided in three groups and the drive organized on 13th August,
2016, 20th August, 2016 and 27th August, 2016.

Students are with collected garbage

Students took a “cleanliness pledge” and then engaged in “cleanliness campaign activities”
for almost 3 hours. The campaign resulted in the collection of more than 50 bags (in each day of
campaign) of waste materials from Kamand campus. Everyone who participated in the cleanliness
drive put in a lot of efforts to clean our campus and make it garbage-free. The overall aim of the
programme is to prepare volunteers to promote and maintain cleanliness in their daily life and in
the society.

c. PLANTATION CAMP
Hermann Hesse has rightly explained that when we are stricken and cannot bear our lives
any longer, then a tree has something to say to us: Be still! Be still! Look at me! Life is not easy,
life is not difficult. Those are childish thoughts. Let God speak within you, and your thoughts will
grow silent. You are anxious because your path leads away from mother and home. But every step
and every day lead you back again to the mother. Home is neither here nor there. Home is within
you, or home is nowhere at all. By believing these thoughts National Service Scheme unit IIT
Mandi organized Tree Plantation Camps under 5 Week Induction Programme. Students divided in
three groups and camp organized on 13th August, 2016, 20th August, 2016 and 27th August, 2016.
Students identified appropriate places for tree plantation with the help of Dr. Shyam Kumar
Massakapalli (Assistant Professor), Mr. Prateek Pathania (Field Officer) and Ms. Ritu Sharma
(Project Associate) or prepared that for plantation. Faculty, staff members, B.Tech 1st Year
Students and NSS volunteers planted more than 200 saplings along with the road near the hostels.
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Student team and students are planting tree

Students also placed tree barricades and poured water. Each student took the responsibility
to nourish and take care the planted saplings. Eventually, the area attained a glorious look. After
one month of plantation the compost/manure was given to the plants by the NSS volunteers. The
NSS committee decided to proceed with the same inspiration and enthusiasm to enhance the
beauty of the campus.

d. WORKING IN KITCHEN

Nutrition may be defined as the science of food and its relationship to health. It is one of
the most important elements of health care. Food waste is the biggest challenge amongst the
world. To identify the value of food NSS unit IIT Mandi organized event working in Kitchen.
Students divided into three groups and event organized on 13th August, 2016, 20th August, 2016
and 27th August, 2016.

Volunteers are working in kitchen

In this event student worked as a helper with mess workers and also helped them in preparing
food for all students. With this event they know the value of food and committed to spread the
awareness “DO NOT WASTE FOOD” among the societies.
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e. SOCIAL VISITS

Dated:- 13.08.2016

e-1. Orphanage Visit
It is painful to see babies die, killed or left alone. Every day around the world there is a
child aiding for help. Sometimes is very difficult to understand the life's of others. How can
someone give life to a child and leave them near a dumpster or by a road side. It hurts so much to
see some of these cases. Many of these children seen on the road are going to be somebody in the
future. Under 5 Week Induction Programme, NSS unit IIT Mandi organized visit to Divya Manav
Jyoti Anathalaya, Dehar. Forty students participated in this event. We met the students of
orphanage. The glow of their face, the glimpse of their eyes rendered all of us speechless. They
came running towards us with lots of expectations and belief in their eyes. We served them with
eatables. They just jumped into joy and excitement. It reminded us of our childhood days when
we used to do the same when our father used to return from office in lieu of obtaining gifts and
other confectionary. Some of the children do not have their parents. Several games were played
with children and finally all students came back with lots of sweet memories.
e-2. Old Age Home Visit
The very concept of an old age home is new to India. An old age home is usually the
place, a home for those old people who have no one to look after them or those who have been
thrown out of their homes by their children. The place is off course like home where the inmates
get all the facilities for a routine living, like food, clothing, and shelter. All these necessities are
well looked after but, the much-needed love, and care of loved ones is off course sadly missing;
for, how can outsiders provide solace? In these homes, it is very interesting and even touching to
talk to people whether they are men or women. At least in India till now, the old people staying
away from the home, from their children, or left to themselves is not considered to be a very
happy situation. This concept of separating the elders from the youngsters has been imported into
India from the West. Students and NSS volunteers went to “The Suket Senior Citizen Home”
Dehri, Sundernagar, Mandi and Balh Valley Kalyan Sabha, Bhangrotu, Mandi. Students interact
with senior citizens and trying to understand their problems and situations, why they parted from
their family? Some of seniors don‟t have any child and to spend their life smoothly they move to
old age homes. Students also know about the difficulties facing by senior citizens. Some of them
have their own children but they left them due to the generation gap. Main motive of the visit was
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to show the real face of society so that students would be committed to serve their parents. The
other motive of the visit to meet them so that they don‟t feel they are alone.

e-3. Visit to Bling Association
Close your eyes and try to do something you do every day, like putting toothpaste on a
toothbrush. You will soon realise how difficult it is to do things if you cannot see what you are
doing. People who cannot see face such difficulties every day. They depend on their other senses
(touch, smell, sound and taste) to learn about the world around them. And, with practice, they
learn to use these senses better than people with sight. One of the things the blind cannot do is
read ordinary books. So, they learn to read books printed in Braille. Braille is a system of
representing characters by raised dots. Combinations of raised dots in a six-dot „cell‟ make up
different characters. The characters are read by touching them with fingers. This system was
invented by Louis Braille, who lost his sight as a child. Nowadays, there are other means by
which a blind person can enjoy a book. For example, they can use a computer to listen to stories
or articles that are saved as electronic files. Volunteer students of IIT Mandi visited a blind
school, Kanaid, Mandi. The school is run by a blind person Named Mr. Jitender Kumar (also a
blind person). Students meet with blind children and see their study material. All blind students
share their life experiences with volunteers and also exited to know about the open world with the
help of volunteers. Volunteers feel happy to narrate them the beauty of world. Students spend a
day long time with these people and enjoyed a lot.
After coming back a group discussion organized and students give their ideas to solve
these problems of society. Students shared their visions and discuss about the present
immoral condition of our society.
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f. SCHOOL VISIT
Reading Program was started by student volunteers on dated 25th April, 2015 to till
continue, with an aim to encourage the reading hobbies in students. They started setting up
libraries using books donated by friends, family and some important books purchased from NSS
fund.

Student interacting with government school students

NSS unit IIT Mandi provided competitive exam books, general knowledge, current affairs,
novels (Hindi& English) and story books etc. Mainly the event runs through the donors who
donated good collections of books for this noble work. The aim of this event to continue till the
students embrace reading as a hobby and NSS unit IIT Mandi will be associating with them and
guide them for their better future. To see the success of event students visited under 5 Week
Induction Programme to Government School Kamand, Navlay, Katindhi and Kataula. IIT
students interact with school students and asked them about the difficulties they are facing in their
study. Also take feedback of the event from teachers as well as from students. Students motivated
from the event and ready to participate in this programme.
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SLUM KIDS VISIT
Dated: - 28th August, 2016
Most slum families do not seek or have access to family planning methods, which usually
results in many children per household. These families sometimes see excess children as a
financial boon (more workers per household, hence more income) but instead this always works
to the downfall of the economics of the household and the society. These children are often
neglected and abused, or worse, sold into services such as domestic servitude, prostitution or child
labour. Street children are sometimes abandoned by their families or have run away from abuse or
exploitation, only to find themselves homeless and in more difficult circumstances. Deprived of
material and familial security, these children may turn to drugs, prostitution, rag picking, child
labour and other unhealthy pursuits in order to survive.
NSS Unit IIT Mandi works to educate these children to uplift theirs life. NSS provides
educational training, guidance and counseling, empathy, which has resulted in a large number of
children being able to enter government schools and also to develop the vocational skills. We
hope to continue to provide a safe haven for these children and help to improve their lives.

Slum kids at IIT Mandi campus
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In this regards NSS unit, IIT Mandi organized one day laboratories visit for slum kids of
Mandi district. In this programme 40 slum children participated. Slum kids visited IIT Mandi
Campus (Kamand), on 28th August, 2016. IIT Mandi had per- planned interactive activities for
these students. Session included topic on study related discussions. Volunteers also briefed
students about the procedures and preparation for admission to technical institutions in India.
Physics, Computer, Electrical, Electronic and Mechanical lab are few places in IIT Mandi campus
that the students visited along with the volunteers. This helped them gain an insight of few
ongoing research works at IIT Mandi and also to learn about the working of different-different
instruments in the labs.
The curious questions of the kids starting from how to get an admission in a technical institute to
the functioning and purpose of various lab instruments were answered by the volunteers. The
slum kids were very enthusiastic to know more and more about different technical activities being
undertaken at IIT Mandi, the questions raised by them on the subject topics indicated the high
level of interest, enthusiasm.
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QUIZ COMPETITION- AMONG SCHOOL STUDENTS
Dated: - 24th September, 2016
Knowledge is Power‟ is a proverb refers that knowledge is a true power which always
remains with the person in all good and bad times. Knowledge makes a person powerful and
empowers to win over any condition. NSS unit IIT Mandi organized a quiz competition among
school students of GSSS Kataula, Mandi on dated 24th September, 20016. We provided study
material to all the students and organize quiz and discussion competition time to time.

Students participating in quiz and winners of competition

The competition organized to check the knowledge of students. Knowledge gain is not
limited to anything; it can be gained by the person all through the life of any age. Knowledge gain
is a long process of dedication, patience and continuity. It is like unlimited money which can
never be finished, however the level of knowledge of a person increases with the distribution
among needy people. A person can gain some new knowledge through the regular observation
and experimentation. Every person take birth with same quality, mind and power, however when
he/she grows develops different quality, mind and power; all differences are just because of the
knowledge level of every person. For example, Newton discovered theory of gravitation and there
are other many famous scientists who have been discovered amazing things in life involving in
making life easy and advance on the earth. All have been possible because of the power of
knowledge. After all the prizes were distributed and appreciated the efforts of all participants.

30

MODEL/DESIGN MAKING COMPETITION
Dated:-19th October, 2016
They learn to think and act as artists, makers and designers, working creatively and
intelligently. They develop an appreciation of and engagement in art, craft and design as critical
consumers and audiences and an understanding of its role in the creative and cultural industries
that shape and enrich their lives. In this spirit in mind SPARK, NSS unit IIT Mandi organized a
model/design making competition among school students of Government Middle School Neri on
dated 19th October, 2016.

Students are making models and group leaders honored with prizes

Students divided in five groups and given the task of making designs of bridges with
modern techniques. Most of them used modern technology to make the bridge from wooden
sticks. At the end of event leaders of the group were honored with prizes.
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BLOOD DONATION CAMP
Dated:- 28th October, 2016
Blood donation is one of the most significant contributions that a person can make towards
the society. It is not harmful for any person to donate blood. The body of the donor can regenerate
the blood within few days.

Keeping in view the problem of acute blood shortage, A Blood Donation Camp was
organized on 28th October, 2016 by the NSS-IIT Mandi in collaboration with Blood Bank Zonal
Hospital, Mandi. It was organized with the help of Blood Bank, Zonal Hospital, Mandi and
Medical Unit IIT Mandi Kamand. It began at around 01:00 p.m. and continued up to 05:30 p.m.,
with a steady stream of donors throughout. Students, faculty and staff members participated
voluntarily in the camp.

Students are donating blood

A5-5 room was utilized for a thorough medical checkup of potential donors as well as for
the donation. Donors were provided with the refreshments. Around 41 units of blood was
collected. The samples were carefully sealed and transported to the blood bank.
We thank IIT Mandi campus community for coming forward for this great cause.
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VISIT TO DIVYA MANAV JYOTI ANATHALYA
Dated: - 29th October, 2016
NSS volunteers gathered to bring the sparkle of joy to more than 200 orphans at the Divya
Manav Jyoti Anathalya on Saturday, 29th October, 2016 on the occasion of Diwali festival. The
volunteers spent quality time with orphans, providing them with the much-needed feeling of
togetherness and bonding of a family, which makes Diwali special to all. A Rangoli and Greeting
Card making contest was organized, which encouraged them to express their creativity. Children
of the orphanage dedicated Diwali greetings to all NSS volunteers by designing colorful cards.

Students of DMJA and Volunteers Making Cards and Rangoli or Celebrated Diwali
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Winners of the competition awarded with the gifts

Great preparations were made for this festival. Volunteers celebrated Diwali with all
orphans and cheer the day. To add the cheer and joy, Diwali gifts, crackers were distributed to the
children and snacks were served to all. The orphanage decorated with flowers and lights. The
students worship goddess Lakshami with orphans and the prizes were distributed to all event
winners. At the end of a lovely day, the volunteers left with hearts overflowing with love and
delight.
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2ND DONATION PROGRAMME FOR LEPROSY PATIENTS
Dated:-20th November, 2016
Leprosy, also known as Hansen's disease (HD), is a long term infection caused by
the bacilli Mycobacterium leprae and Mycobacterium lepromatosis. Initially, infections are
without symptoms and typically remain this way from 5 to as long as 20 years. Symptoms that
develop include granulomas of the nerves, respiratory tract, skin, and eyes. This may result in a
lack of ability to feel pain and thus loss of parts of extremities due to repeated injuries or infection
due to unnoticed wounds. Weakness and poor eyesight may also be present.

Student Volunteers Donated Blankets

On dated 2nd April, 2016 NSS unit, IIT Mandi interacts first time with these people and
donated fruits and shawls. In the continuation of our commitment to uplift there life and to help
them in future the 2nd donation programme organized on 20th November 2016 and NSS Unit, IIT
Mandi donated blankets to each family (20 Family) of the leprosy patients from NSS fund or
collected donation (5,000.00) by the NSS volunteers.
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A Group Photo

As per part of donation NSS-Unit donated packed food, fruits, etc. All of them are very
happy and thanks to IIT Mandi community to help them in providing the basic needs. With that
commitment we will do something for them all volunteers came back to campus. After donation
event all volunteers gets together and refreshments were served to all volunteers.
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LABORATORY VISIT AND PAINTING COMPETITION FOR SCHOOL
STUDENTS
Dated: 22nd December, 2016

“Every now and then one paints a picture that seems to have opened a door and serves as a
stepping stone to other things.”
- Pablo Picasso
NSS

Unit,

IIT

Mandi

in

collaboration with IEEE PES organized
an institute lab visit and painting
competition on theme “Energy Saving
and

Innovations

in

the Usage of

Renewable Energy” for the students of
Saraswati

Vidya

Mandir

Senior

Secondary School, Mahajan Bazaar,
Mandi .
Students visited IIT Mandi Campus (Kamand), on 22nd December 2016. IIT Mandi had
per- planned interactive activities for these school students. Session included topics on
Introduction to IEEE (Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers), PES (Power &
Energy Society, IIT Mandi and other study related discussions. Volunteers also briefed
students about the procedures and preparation for admission to technical institutions in India.
Physics, Computer, Electrical, Electronic and Mechanical lab and Advanced Materials
Research Center (AMRC) are few places in IIT Mandi campus that the students visited along
with the volunteers. This helped them gain an insight of few ongoing research works at IIT
Mandi and also to learn about the working of different instruments in the labs.
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The curious questions of the students starting from how to get an admission in a
technical institute to the functioning and purpose of various lab instruments were answered by
the volunteers.

Students visiting AMRC (Advanced Materials Research Center) at IIT Mandi

The IEEE PES and NSS volunteers organized
a design and painting session for the school
students. Around 80 students with their teachers
participated in the competition. Prof. Ramesh
Oruganti and Prof. Astrid Kiehn of IIT Mandi
judged the painting competition and appreciated
the efforts of the participants.
Prof. Ramesh Oruganti gave emphasis on
the importance of technical education and IIT
Mandi in Himalayan religion and distributed
mementos to the winners and participants. Later
the Prof. Orugnati appreciated the efforts of
volunteers in organizing such outreach activities.

Group photo and winners getting prizes

The School students were very enthusiastic to know more and more about different
technical activities being undertaken at IIT Mandi, the questions raised by them on the subject
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topics indicated the high level of interest, enthusiasm and quest for knowledge within them
related to Engineering. The response to this outreach activity was immensely impressive and
successful.
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DONATIONS
Cloth Collection Drive
In June and November, 2016 clothes collection drives were organized at IIT Mandi
Campus and clothes were donated by over 300 members of the community. An amount of Rs.
8935.00 and Rs. 3750 was raised by selling the donated clothes to the migrant workers at
nominal prices of Rs.10-30 each (after cleaning/ironing/folding of the donated clothes by
volunteers). This introduced an element of choice and value for the workers, and the knowledge
that they too are contributing for their children. The total collected amount of Rs. 12685.00 from
selling of donated cloths used to run the unofficial “Migrant Worker‟s Bridge School” at IIT
Mandi, Kamand Campus.
Donation Collection Drive for 2nd Donation Programme for Leprosy Patients
In November, a fund drive was organized on our campus. The community responded
generously, and an amount of Rs.5000.00 was donated by about 70 members of the IIT Mandi
community. The collected amount of donation used Donation for 2nd Donation Programme for
Leprosy Patients living at Raghunath Ka Padhar, near Zonal Hospital Road, Mandi.
.
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