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IIT Mandi Hosts DRDO Workshop on Armament Research,
Strengthens Ties for Defence Innovation

IIT Mandi Signs MoU with DIHAR to Boost Joint Research and Training in High-Altitude
Technologies

February 02nd, 2026; Mandi: The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Mandi, one of
India’s leading IITs, in collaboration with the Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO), successfully organised a one-day workshop on Armament Research
and Development at its North Campus. The workshop brought together senior scientists from
multiple DRDO laboratories—including the High Energy Materials Research Laboratory
(HEMRL), Armament Research and Development Establishment (ARDE), Terminal Ballistics
Research Laboratory (TBRL), Centre for Fire, Explosive and Environment Safety (CFEES),
and the Defence Institute of High-Altitude Research (DIHAR)—along with faculty members
from IIT Mandi to explore collaborative opportunities in advanced defence technologies.
Additionally, an MoU was signed between IIT Mandi and the Defence Institute of High-
Altitude Research (DIHAR) for joint research and training of manpower.

The inaugural session featured addresses by Prof. Laxmidhar Behera, Director, IIT
Mandi; Dr. Prateek Kishore, Director General (Armament and Combat
Engineering), DRDO; and Dr. A. P. Dash, Director, High Energy Materials Research
Laboratory (HEMRL), Pune. The speakers highlighted the importance of sustained
collaboration between academia and defence research organisations to advance
indigenous technologies and self-reliance.

The programme commenced with a welcome address by Prof. Shyam Masakapalli,
Dean (SRIC), IIT Mandi, who highlighted the significant research accomplishments of
[IT Mandi faculty through DRDO-funded projects over the years. Dr. Ashish Jauhari,
Coordinator, Armament Research Board (ARMREB), DRDO Headquarters,
introduced ARMREB and outlined its mission to harness academic talent and nurture
research in armament technologies.

Prof. Laxmidhar Behera, Director, IIT Mandi, said, “"At IIT Mandi, we are dedicated to
advancing indigenous research in critical defence technologies. Our partnership with
DRDO ensures that academic innovation translates into practical solutions, strengthening
India’s self-reliance and fostering technological leadership."

Dr. Prateek Kishore, Director General (Armament and Combat Engineering),
DRDO, said, "Academic institutions such as IIT Mandi play a vital role in advancing
defence research by contributing scientific depth and innovation. Such collaborations are
essential for building robust, indigenous capabilities in armament technologies."

Following the inaugural session, the workshop transitioned into technical discussions
featuring presentations by ARMREB panel coordinators across key domains of armament




research. These included Armament Design Mechanism and C
Ballistics, Materials for Armament Applications, Armament
Sensors and Electronics, Combustion Detonics and Shockwaves,

Safety, Test and Evaluation, and High Energy Materials. Each
session was followed by interactive discussions, reflecting the spirit of academic-

scientific exchange.

The workshop underscores IIT Mandi’s commitment to fostering a vibrant academic-
defence research ecosystem, advancing indigenous technologies, and contributing to
India’s vision of self-reliance in cutting-edge defence innovation.
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Indian Institutes of Technology Mandi is one of the top second-generation IITs located
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in Kamand Valley, Mandi district of Himachal Pradesh,
India. It is one of eight new Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs) established by the Ministry of Human
Resource Development, Government of India, and
recognized as one of Institutes of National Importance. IIT
Mandi's permanent campus about 14 km (8.7 mi) from
Mandi consists of the South and North campuses
connected by a narrow neck. The South campus is on the

left bank of the Uhl River below Kamand village. The North campus is along the Kataula Khad
opposite Salgi village. A transit campus at Government Post graduate College, Mandi was
handed over by the Himachal Pradesh Government on 16 November 2009. The Kamand
campus ground-breaking ceremony, to mark the start of construction, was held on 13 April
2012. On 25 April 2015, IIT Mandi became the first of all the new IITs to completely shift B.
Tech students to its permanent campus in Kamand. Since its inception the institute has been

involved with more than 275 Research and Development (R&D) projects worth more than X120

crore. In the past 10 years, the institute has signed Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)

with as many as 11 international and 12 national universities.

Follow us on:

e LinkedIn - https://www.linkedin.com/school/indian-institute-of-technology-

mandi/?originalSubdomain=in

e Twitter - https://x.com/iit_mandi

e Facebook - https.//www.facebook.com/IITMandi2009/

e Instagram - https://www.instagram.com/iitmandi2009?igsh=emViamxrbTgzNHc=
e Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/@iitmandi7301

Please visit our official website: https://www.iitmandi.ac.in/
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